[The size of small mammals and the number of fleas parasitizing them].
Correlation analysis of many-year's data on the distribution and number of fleas parasitizing on 281,627 mammals of 21 species in the pest natural foci of the Aral Sea coastal area has demonstrated that the number of mammalian ectoparasites was determined by ecological features as well as by the size of animals: higher numbers of bloodsucking insects could parasitize on animals of a larger size. Values of correlation coefficients of Spearman ranks between body size and number of fleas are high and significant. This fact has remained unnoticed, probably, due to extreme variability in the fleas number indicators obtained in epizootiological studies. This makes their suitability to important studies requiring high precision of the initial data rather doubtful.